
Adjusting HID Contents

Impact options come from the impactChoices
key for the specific hazard type (e.g. WS.W) in 
Hazard Meta Data MetaDataDictionary.py

The default selection is the first one in the 
impactChoices list 

Make an incremental override of 
MetaDataDictionary.py to adjust what 
appears for each Hazard type

If multiple default selections are desired, add 
an impactDefaults key to define those

To edit the display wording of existing impact 
statements or add new ones for selection in 
the HID add it to an incremental override of 
Utilities  CallsToActionAndImpacts.py

CTA options come from ctaChoices key for the 
specific hazard type (e.g. WS.W) in Hazard Meta 
Data MetaDataDictionary.py

The default selection is the first one in the 
ctaChoices list

Make an incremental override to adjust what 
appears for each Hazard type

If multiple default selections are desired, add a 
ctaDefaults key to define those

To edit the display wording of existing CTA 
statements or add new ones for selection in the 
HID add it to the local override of 
Utilities  CallsToActionAndImpacts.py
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For non-Great Lakes WFOs, remove all 
.LakeEffect via an incremental override of 
Hazard Categories  HazardCategories.py 

For the ER offices who will be issuing LE.W 
instead of WS.W.LakeEffect, 
Hazard Categories  HazardCategories.py 
affects this so make an incremental override to 
enable

https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintermetadatadictionary-overrides#modImpactChoices
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintermetadatadictionary-overrides#addImpactDef
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintercustomize-cta-and-impact-statements#displayStringImpact
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintercustomize-cta-and-impact-statements#newImpact
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintermetadatadictionary-overrides#modCtaChoices
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintermetadatadictionary-overrides#addCtaDef
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintercustomize-a-user-selectable-call-to-action#displayString
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintercustomize-a-user-selectable-call-to-action#newCTA
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focaladding-le.w-as-a-valid-hazard


Removing Overview and Overview Headline
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If your office does not include an overview or overview headline in your WSW, 
you can keep those product parts from being created altogether. 

To do this, make an incremental override of Utilities HazardProductParts.py, 
copy in the productBeginParts_longDuration method, and comment out the if 
not block, as shown below:



Adjusting What and Where Output
In Utilities  LocalVariables.py, the 
GFE weather elements that will be 
sampled can be set. Methods include: 
useStormTotalSnowGrid
useSleetAmtGrid
usePotBlowingSnowGrid
iceAccumElement

The sampling algorithm is set in the 
makeAccumPhrase in Utilities 
WSW_PhraseMethods

Local effects can be added for certain 
areas and other edit areas can be set to 
not be sampled by overriding 
Utilities  LocalEffects.py
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Many changes can be made to the areal description generated 
by modifying various methods in Utilities  LocalVariables.py

The number of zones explicitly listed can be limited 
(getMaxZonesToList method, PIL-specific), what descriptor is 
used (zoneType method), and the powerful localWherePhrase
method can be utilized to specify wording for set groups of 
zones

How an ongoing event is 
worded can be changed via an 
override of the 
ongoingEventPhrase method in 
Utilities LocalVariables.py

Make an incremental override 
to modify

In Utilities 
LocalVariables.py, the 
threshold value to start 
including wind gusts can be 
set via gustReportThreshold

To change the size of any of the Product Editor boxes, make an 
override of Utilities ProductEditorFields.py and add a 
numLines entry to set a smallest size for the given box 

https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalset-grids-to-use
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwinterconfigure-unsampled-edit-areas
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwinterchange-or-remove-zone-type-text-in-where-bullet
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintercustom-zone-phrasing-in-local-where-method
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintermodify-the-size-of-product-editor-text-boxes


Adjusting Impacts and CTA Output

In Utilities  LocalVariables, the 
thresholds and possible impact 
statements for each winter hazard 
type (snow, ice, wind, etc.) can be 
overridden via the hazard-specific 
methods:
iceImpactThresholds
sleetImpactThresholds
snowImpactThresholds
windGustImpactThresholds
windChillImpactThresholds
blowingSnowImpactThresholds

Each of these methods allows 
thresholds, zones over which the 
threshold applies, and the associated 
impact statements for the threshold 
to be defined
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The hazard-specific CTAs
(i.e. cta_BZ_W) can be 
overridden via Utilities 
CallsToActionAndImpacts.py 

In Utilities 
LocalVariables.py, the hours 
governing the commute times, 
(time range needs to be an 
inclusive list of hours) and the 
zones to not consider for the 
commute phrase are set

The resulting wording for the 
commute phrase(s) is set in 
Utilities 
PhraseMethodsUtil.py

In Utilities  LocalVariables.py, the local reporting CTA included 
in each WSW segment can be set via the localCTA method

To change the size of any of the Product Editor boxes, make an 
override of Utilities ProductEditorFields.py and add a 
numLines entry to set a smallest size for the given box 

https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalchange-impact-thresholds
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalconfigure-grid-based-impact-phrasing
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintercustomize-a-user-selectable-call-to-action#hazSpecific
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalchange-commute-times
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalchange-local-cta
https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwintermodify-the-size-of-product-editor-text-boxes


Adjusting Other WSW Output

A URL can be included at the bottom of 
the generated WSW via an override of 
the urlInfoConfiguration method in 
Utilities  LocalVariables.py

* Mouseover for clickable links to jobsheets The ability to turn off the cities list or to alter the 
lead in phrase “Including the cities of ” is available 
via an override of the cityDescriptor method and 
includeCities method in Utilities 
LocalVariables.py 

How the cities get determined is ruled by:
Default: accurateCities flag in HazardTypes.py is 
False so the ugcCities list in GFE TextUtilities
DefaultAreaDictionary.py is used for each UGC

accurateCities is True in HazardTypes.py so GFE
TextUtilities DefaultCityLocation.py or any site 
CityLocation is used for each UGC

Create a product-specific city and/or area 
dictionary via an override of the  
alternateAreaAndCityDictionaries method in 
Utilities  LocalVariables.py

The default purge time of the WSW can 
be adjusted via an incremental override 
of Product Generators 
WSW_ProductGenerator.py 

All that is needed in the override is:

class Product(NWS_Base_Generator.Product):

def getPurgeHours(self, hazardType):
return 10.0

where 10.0 is whatever value you want 
as the default purge time instead of 8.0

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1alM-U-KZJjicvZGnt0lWQ0zagDkzfiVtPR8QJUPG1oE/edit#bookmark=id.7tpf3w1opad5


Console Changes* Mouseover for clickable links to jobsheets

The Zorro tool can be configured to use 
GFE edit areas in hazard area manipulation 
and for possible tie-in to phrasing in the 
NPW. 

To configure, make an override of 
Utilities  DescriptorDictionary.py to add 
local edit areas for selection

As it is in Hydro, you can configure 
console settings as shown here

It is recommended to add backup offices 
and columns such as Combined From so 
forecasters can properly track hazard 
events during a long-fused event 
lifecycle

https://vlab.noaa.gov/web/hazard-services/focalwinterpopulate-predefined-edit-areas-drop-down-in-zorro-tool
https://vlab.noaa.gov/documents/2432374/7815519/Hazard+Services+Quick+Reference+Guide+10-17-2019.pdf/fd3b125c-fcb3-b4b5-449f-8c857c2eb477?t=1571352791181
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