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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The third meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Agreement to Prevent
Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean was held in Incheon, Korea on
June 10-12, 2024. A total of 78 participants attended the meeting including delegates from
the 10 Parties to the Agreement and representatives of four Observers (Appendix 3). The
meeting was chaired by the COP Chairperson, Mrs. Nadia Bouffard of Canada.

The COP acknowledged and considered the report of the second meeting of the Scientific
Coordinating Group (SCG) held on April 8-11, 2024 (Appendix 4). An Implementation Plan
for the Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring Framework was adopted by the
COP (Appendix 6). The COP abolished the SCG Working Group on Data Sharing Protocol
and the SCG working Group on Exploratory Fishing Questions, and it confirmed the
chairpersons for the Data Management Working Group, recognising the need to identify a co-
chairperson for the Mapping and Monitoring Working Group. A revised organisation chart is
provided in Appendix 12. The COP also approved the SCG’s recommended program of work
for 2024-25.

The COP elected the Chairperson of the SCG, Dr. John Bengtson of the United States, for a
second term of two years, and Dr. Hauke Flores of the European Union was elected by the
CORP as the new Vice-chairperson of the SCG. The COP agreed that the SCG should meet
twice in 2024-25: virtually 19-21 November 2024 and in-person 4-7 March 2025.

The COP adopted Interim Conservation and Management Measures for Exploratory Fishing
in the Agreement Area (Appendix 7), noting the need to continue negotiations of more
detailed measures within the Working Group on Exploratory Fishing based on updated Terms
of Reference (Appendix 8), and agreed to endeavor to adopt such measures by the time of the
next COP meeting.

The COP agreed to establish a new Working Group on the CAOFA Website with associated
Terms of Reference (Appendix 10).

The calendar of CAOFA related meetings provided in Appendix 11 was approved by the
COP, recognising that some dates and venues remain to be determined. At the next COP4
meeting to be held in Norway in June 2025, the COP agreed to consider, inter alia, four
agenda items: conservation and management measures for exploratory fishing; processes and
procedures for addressing accession by non-Parties to the Agreement; climate changes and
their impacts on the Central Arctic Ocean; and CAOFA linkages and cooperation with other
international mechanisms.
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1. Opening of the session

1.

The third in-person meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the Agreement to
Prevent Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean (CAOFA or
Agreement) was opened and chaired by the Chairperson of the COP, Mrs. Nadia Bouffard of
Canada from June 10-12, 2024, in Incheon, Republic of Korea.

All ten Parties to the Agreement: Canada, the People’s Republic of China, the Kingdom of
Denmark, in respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland, the European Union, the Republic
of Iceland, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Kingdom of Norway, the Russian Federation,
and the United States of America were represented in-person at the meeting.

The Chair confirmed the admitted observers to the meeting, consistent with the COP’s Rules
of Procedure: The United Kingdom, the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea
(ICES), the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Global Arctic Programme and the Deep Sea
Conservation Coalition (DSCC).

A total of up to 78 participants attended the meeting from the ten Parties (up to 62), the four
observer organisations (up to 12) and the bureau (4), with up to 62 participants attending in-
person and up to 16 participants attending virtually. A list of meeting participants (CAOFA-
2024-COP3-REFO03) is provided in Appendix 3.

2. Welcoming remarks and introduction by Vice-Chairperson

5. The Vice-chairperson, Ambassador Youngki Hong of the Republic of Korea, welcomed the

meeting participants to Incheon, Republic of Korea.

3. Opening remarks by delegations

6. The Parties and observers provided opening remarks. Representatives of the Inuit

Circumpolar Council being part of some Parties’ delegations provided separate remarks as
part of these delegations.

4. Adoption of the agenda and arrangements for the session

7. The adopted agenda (CAOFA-2024-COP3-01) is provided in Appendix 1. The documents

presented to the COP are listed (CAOFA-2024-COP3-REF02-REV2) and provided in
Appendix 2.

5. 2024 Scientific Coordinating Group (SCG) meeting report and recommendations

(a) Presentation of 2024 SCG meeting report

8. The second meeting of the CAOFA Scientific Coordinating Group (SCG) was hosted by

Canada and held from 8-11 April, 2024 in Boston, Massachusetts, United States of America
(SCG2). The Chairperson of the SCG, Dr. John L. Bengtson (USA) presented the report of
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

the SCG2 meeting (CAOFA-2024-COP3-02) to the COP attached as Appendix 4. That
presentation to the COP (CAOFA-2024-COP3-03) is attached as Appendix 5.

A total of 68 persons from all ten Parties and observers participated in the SCG2 meeting.
The SCG Chairperson also noted that the SCG held an interim meeting virtually on 29 and
30 November 2023 with a total of 49 participants from nine Parties and observers.

The SCG Chairperson noted that the SCG’s Mapping and Monitoring Working Group
(MM-WG) met three times during 2023/2024 to develop an Implementation Plan
complementing the Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring (JPSRM)
Framework adopted by the COP in 2023. The SCG Chairperson summarised that the main
topics addressed by the Implementation Plan include: Priority species and dependent
ecosystem components, priority geographic areas, priority parameters to be measured and
analysed, methods for collecting and analysing scientific data, information sources, research
planning, collaboration and logistics coordination.

The SCG Chairperson summarised that the JPSRM Implementation Plan was revised and
adopted by the SCG in April 2024 (CAOFA-2024-COP3-04). He noted that in addition to
the topics noted above, the plan includes next steps to advance the JPSRM, including four
principal activities: 1) create a new SCG working group to review exploratory fishing plans,
2) begin consultation to schedule vessels supporting joint research expeditions, 3) design a
process to discuss collaborative research planning, and 4) report progress on JPSRM
implementation.

The SCG Chairperson then summarised the work of the SCG's Exploratory Fishing
Questions Working Group (EFQ-WG) conducted over a total of six virtual meetings in the
past year to develop answers to the exploratory fishing questions that the COP had posed to
the SCG. The SCG adopted the answers provided to the COP to inform development of
conservation management measures for potential exploratory fishing (Appendix 6, CAOFA-
2024-COP3-02). With the completion of those answers, the SCG agreed that the EFQ-WG’s
work had been completed and recommended that the EFQ-WG be disbanded.

With the completion of the Data Management and Data Sharing Protocol and its
incorporation into the JPSRM Framework in June 2023, the SCG Chairperson indicated that
the main responsibility of the SCG’s Data Sharing Protocol Working Group (DSP-WG) was
considered complete and the SCG recommended its dissolution. The SCG Chairperson
reminded the COP that the Data Management Working Group (DM-WG) was established
by the COP in 2023 to store and manage JPSRM data. As such, the SCG recommended that
the residual function of the DSP-WG regarding the establishment and oversight of the data
portal should be transferred to the DM-WG.

To make progress on the substantial amount of work ahead, the SCG Chairperson noted that
it will be necessary for the SCG and its working groups to meet relatively frequently as the
implementation of the JPSRM and other activities call for action. The Chairperson
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15.

16.

17.

highlighted that the SCG recommended to the COP that it hold up to two SCG meetings in
each of the next three years (one virtual and one in person) and flagged the need for the
Parties to consider hosting one in-person SCG meeting in 2025 and one in each of the
following two meeting cycles (2026, 2027).

The SCG expressed its gratitude to the SCG leadership and working group Co-chairpersons
over the past two years: SCG Chair and Vice-chair, Drs. John Bengtson (USA) and
Sebastian Rodriguez (EU), respectively; MM-WG Co-chairs Drs. Kevin Hedges (Canada)
and Stanislovas Jonusas (EU); EFQ-WG Co-chairs Drs. John Bengtson (USA) and Age
Hgaines (Norway); and DSP-WG/DM-WG Co-chairs Drs. Robert Foy (USA) and Lizong
Wu (China). The SCG Chairperson indicated that the SCG submitted nominations for the
SCG and for its working groups for the next two-year period to the COP for its
consideration.

The SCG Chairperson summarised that the SCG also determined that a new working group
to review future exploratory fishing plans may be required. The SCG has proposed terms of
reference for this purpose, noting that co-chairpersons would need to be appointed and that
direction from the COP should be sought in this respect.

In total, the SCG Chairperson noted that the SCG submitted ten formal recommendations
and four requests to the COP for its consideration and action.

(b) Questions, answers and discussion

18.

The COP thanked Canada for hosting the SCG meeting in 2024 and thanked the SCG
Chairperson for his excellent work in chairing the meeting. The COP noted the SCG2 meeting
report (CAOFA-2024-COP3-02) attached as Appendix 4. The COP also expressed its
appreciation for the contributions of the SCG Members and the extensive work performed by
the SCG working groups and the leadership of each working group in achieving this work. In
particular, the COP thanked the SCG for its work in developing detailed and clear responses
to the COP’s questions regarding exploratory fishing.

(c) JPSRM Implementation Plan

19.

20.

The COP thanked the SCG and its MM-WG for its excellent work in developing the
recommended Implementation Plan for the JPSRM (CAOFA-2024-COP3-04) attached as
Appendix 6 to this meeting report. The COP adopted the JPSRM Implementation Plan,
encouraging the SCG to move to implement the activities laid out in it. The COP also agreed
to have a standing item on the COP’s meeting agendas every two years for the SCG to report
on the progress of implementing the JPSRM.

The COP also recognised that the JPSRM Framework and the JPSRM Implementation Plan

may need to be updated to reflect future ecosystem changes. In this respect, the COP
requested that the SCG review the JPSRM Framework and its Implementation Plan every
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five years and make any recommendations in respect of these two documents for the COP’s
consideration and approval.

6. Conservation and management measures for exploratory fishing in the Agreement Area

21. The Chairperson of the COP Working Group on Exploratory Fishing, Dr. Kelly Kryc of the
United States, presented the work performed to date by the working group which is reflected
in the Draft Conservation and Management Measure for Exploratory Fishing in the High
Seas of the Central Arctic Ocean (Document CAOFA-2024-COP3-05-REV1) submitted for
the COP3 meeting.

22. Mindful of the three-year deadline provided by the Agreement to develop conservation and
management measures for exploratory fishing by June 25, 2024, the COP set aside time for
the Exploratory Fishing Working Group to continue to develop the draft measures during
the COP3 meeting. While significant progress was achieved by the Working Group, it was
determined that more time is needed to address outstanding issues.

23. As a result, the COP adopted an Interim Conservation and Management Measure for
Exploratory Fishing in the High Seas of the Central Arctic Ocean (Document CAOFA-
2024-COP3-05-REV?2) attached as Appendix 7. With this measure, the Parties agreed that
there shall be no exploratory fishing in the Agreement Area until they establish more
extensive conservation and management measures for exploratory fishing on the basis of
Article 5(1)(d) of the Agreement. The COP also agreed that they shall continue negotiations
and endeavor to adopt such measures by the time of the next COP meeting. In support of
continuing this work, the COP approved Updated Terms of Reference for the COP Working
Group on Exploratory Fishing (Document CAOFA-2024-COP3-09) attached as Appendix 8.

24. To help advance the development and implementation of more extensive conservation and
management measures for exploratory fishing, the COP requested that the SCG prioritize
the completion of the JP'SRM’s data mapping phase. The COP also recognized the need for
it to coordinate with the North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC) with a view to
advance their respective objectives, particularly with respect to the portion of the Agreement
Area that overlaps with NEAFC’s regulatory area (Overlap Area) and other matters of
common interest.

7. Climate changes pertaining to CAOFA

25. The COP Chairperson was thanked for her work in guiding the Parties towards the
intersessional conclusion and adoption of the Resolution on Climate Change (Document
CAOFA-2024-COP3-REF04). The Chairperson clarified that while the resolution contains a
typographical error in its title referring to it as a draft, it was in fact finalised and adopted by
consensus of all Parties by correspondence on October 24, 2023. Consistent with this
Resolution, the COP then considered the matter of climate changes and the impacts of such
changes on the central Arctic Ocean as a standing item for discussion during COP meetings.
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26. All Parties recognised the importance of the topic of climate change and the need to consider

its potential impacts, to collect scientific data, Indigenous Knowledge, and local knowledge
in this respect, and to consider any recommendations from the SCG in respect of these
potential impacts of climate change.

27. The COP agreed to engage on this topic in more detail during the next COP meeting, when

8.

more time may be made available for this purpose.

Other matters recommended by SCG for COP decisions

28. In addition to the recommended adoption of the JPSRM Implementation Plan, the SCG in

29

30.

31.

its SCG2 meeting report made nine further recommendations seeking COP decisions, which
were considered under four themes:

(a) SCG working groups — disbanding, creation, terms of reference, chairpersons and
participation;

(b) SCG program of work for 2024-25;
(c) Future SCG meetings; and

(d) Election of SCG Chairperson and Vice-chairperson.

. The COP agreed to disband two SCG working groups originally created by the COP since

they have completed their tasks: The Data Sharing Protocol Working Group whose
remaining task related to the data portal was transferred to the ongoing Data Management
Working Group (DM-WG); and the Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group, as their
work was successfully completed.

The COP expressed its gratitude to the Co-chairpersons and Members of the SCG past and
existing working groups for their outstanding dedication and hard work over the past year,
highlighting their particularly heavy workload. And the COP highlighted the need for the
COP and the SCG to coordinate the work of the different working groups. In this respect,
the COP noted the importance for the different working groups to work together to this
effect to ensure consistent approaches, particularly in respect of data collection and
management.

The COP confirmed appointments of Co-chairpersons for ongoing SCG working groups:
Dr. Robert Foy (USA) and Dr. Lizong Wu (China) were confirmed as Co-chairpersons for
the DM-WG. Whereas Dr. Kevin Hedges was confirmed as a Co-chairperson of the
Mapping and Monitoring Working Group, the Parties agreed to continue seeking
nominations from their respective organisations for a Co-chairperson to work with Dr.
Hedges on this important SCG working group, acknowledging that such an appointment
may be made intersessionally once a candidate is submitted. The Parties also agreed to
nominate a single point of contact per delegation for each SCG Working Group, to help
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facilitate the coordination and management of the working groups and to inform the SCG
Chairperson of their respective points of contact for each of the SCG working groups.

32. The COP also considered the SCG’s proposal for a new working group to review future
exploratory fishing plans. While detailed measures for exploratory fishing, including a
process for reviewing proposals, have yet to be agreed by the COP, the COP generally
supported the proposal from the SCG for it to form a working group to review future
exploratory fishing plans. The COP encouraged the SCG to develop terms of reference for
this working group noting that they should align with the COP’s eventual conservation and
management measures on exploratory fishing and highlighted the need for the SCG to
nominate Co-chairpersons for this important working group.

33. An updated organisation chart reflecting the changes agreed to by the COP is attached as
Appendix 12.

34. In respect of the SCG program of work for the next year, the COP emphasised the need for
the SCG to continue developing methods for data collection and research. The COP then
approved the following list of priorities for the SCG’s work plan for 2024-2025 in addition
to the ongoing work of the various SCG Working Groups: 1) the implementation of the
JPSRM Implementation Plan and a report thereon to the COP every two years; 2) the
development of a coordination process and a schedule of vessels for potential joint research
expeditions; and 3) the development of a process for collective research planning.

35. Recognising the heavy workload of the SCG and its working groups, no further questions or
requests were put to the SCG.

36. According to the SCG Rules of Procedure, the COP appoints the Chairperson and Vice-
chairperson of the SCG based on the nominations of the SCG. The terms of the Chairperson
and Vice-chairperson of the SCG is for two years, which may be renewed for another two
years by the COP. The current Chairperson of the SCG, Dr. John Bengtson of the United
States was appointed in 2022. And the COP noted that the Vice-chairperson of the SCG, Dr.
Sebastian Rodriguez of the EU, also appointed in 2022, stepped down from this role. The
COP approved the renewed term of Dr. Bengtson as Chairperson of the SCG. The COP
thanked Dr. Rodriguez for his contributions to the SCG and appointed Dr. Hauke Flores of
the European Union as the new Vice-chairperson of the SCG.

9. Update by the United States on CAOFA website and secure data portal

37. The COP thanked the United States for its generous contribution to CAOFA to provide a
platform for the CAOFA website which will include a public component and a secure
component, including a data sharing portal. The United States provided an update of its plans
to host the website (Presentation CAOFA-2024-COP03-06) attached as Appendix 9.

38. The United States highlighted the progress made to date in developing the website and some
of the challenges faced in this work. The SCG2 discussions related to the website and the data
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39.

sharing portal were also flagged as key factors to consider in moving forward. To enable
progress in further developing the website, including the data sharing portal, the United States
raised the need for a discussion and decisions regarding: the types of documents and material
to be made public and those requiring private access; the process and timelines for posting
material and documents; the structure for the website to improve access to material and
documents; and login and access requirements for the secure site.

The COP agreed to establish a COP Website Working Group to discuss these matters and
provide the COP with a recommended way forward. The working group is to be chaired by
the COP Chairperson. The COP approved Terms of Reference for this working group
(Document CAOFA-2024-COP3-08) which are attached as Appendix 10.

10. CAOFA linkages and cooperation with other international mechanisms

40.

Due to lack of time, the COP agreed to postpone discussion of this agenda item to the COP4
meeting.

11. Discussion on the accession of the United Kingdom to the Central Arctic Ocean
Fisheries Agreement

41.

42.

12.

43.

The COP Chairperson introduced the agenda item by referring to Norway’s request for
including an agenda item for the COP3 meeting to discuss the United Kingdom’s interest in
acceding to the Agreement. Norway presented the proposal to invite the United Kingdom to
accede to the Agreement.

One Party opposed substantive consideration of the matter during the COP3 meeting in the
absence of documentation providing information to evaluate the interest of the United
Kingdom. While most delegations expressed support for the United Kingdom’s interest to
join the CAOFA, the COP noted that the first request would set a precedent for future requests,
and it agreed that processes and procedures needed to be developed to address such proposals.
The COP agreed to take up later the development of processes and procedures for receiving
and considering proposals for accession to the Agreement. Most Parties noted the need to
address the UK’s outstanding request in this regard.

Next CAOFA meetings

The COP determined that to facilitate the advancement of the work of the SCG, the SCG
shall meet twice per meeting cycle, as recommended by the SCG: once virtually in the fall
and once in person in the spring, at least two months before COP meetings. In respect of the
2024-25 meeting cycle, the COP agreed that the SCG shall meet 19-21 November 2024, and
agreed that the SCG shall meet in-person on 4-7 March 2025. A tentative schedule of virtual
and in-person meetings for 2025-26 and 2026-27 was also developed and included in the
calendar of meetings (Document CAOFA-2024-COP3-07-REV1). The calendar of COP and
SCG meetings was adopted by the COP attached as Appendix 11, though the COP recognized
that some meeting dates and venues still need to be determined. The Parties agreed to
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respectively consider hosting the SCG in-person meetings and to propose a venue for the 2025
in-person SCG meeting as early as possible in 2024.

44. In respect of future meetings of the COP, the COP thanked Norway for agreeing to host the
next in-person COP4 meeting in June 2025 at dates to be confirmed. The COP further
thanked Japan’s continued consideration for hosting the COP5 in-person meeting in 2026, at
dates to be confirmed. The Parties agreed to consider hosting the following COP meeting in
2027.

13. Report of COP meeting

45. The COP adopted the report of the third in-person COP Meeting on August 2, 2024.
14. Other business

46. No other business was raised by the Parties.

15. Meeting closure

47. The Chairperson thanked delegations for attending the third meeting of the COP in Incheon,
Republic of Korea and closed the meeting at 5:15pm on June 12, 2024.
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MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES (COP) TO THE
AGREEMENT TO PREVENT UNREGULATED HIGH SEAS FISHERIES
IN THE CENTRAL ARCTIC OCEAN

June 10-12, 2024
Incheon, Republic of Korea

9:00-17:30 local time, each day
Coffee Break 10:30-11:00
Lunch Provided 12:30-13:30
Coffee Break 15:00-15:30

Chairperson: Mrs. Nadia Bouffard
ADOPTED AGENDA

1. Call to order and introduction by Chairperson
2. Welcoming remarks and introduction by Vice-Chairperson
3. Opening remarks by delegations

4. Adoption of agenda

Documents:
e CAOFA-2024-COP3-01 (Provisional Agenda)
e CAOFA-2024-COP3-REFO01 (Chairperson’s Memorandum to Participants)

5. 2024 Scientific Coordinating Group (SCG) meeting report and recommendations
Documents:

e CAOFA-2024-COP3-02 (Report of 2024 SCG Meeting)

(a) Presentation by SCG Chairperson
e CAOFA-2024-COP3-03 (SCG Chair Presentation to COP)

(i) Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring (JPSRM)
Implementation Plan
(i) SCG responses to COP questions regarding exploratory fishing

(b) Questions and answers and discussion
(c) Adoption of the JPSRM Implementation Plan
e CAOFA-2024-COP3-04 - SCG Proposed JPSRM Implementation Plan
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6. Conservation and management measures to govern exploratory fishing in the
Agreement Area

Documents:

e CAOFA-2024-COP3-05 (Draft Proposal (Rev. 2) from the CAOFA EF-WG for
Conservation and Management Measures for Exploratory Fishing)
e CAOFA-2024-COP3-02 (Report of 2024 SCG Meeting)

(a) Presention by the CAOFA EF-WG Chairperson

(b) Consideration and adoption of conservation and management measures to
govern exploratory fishing in the Agreement Area

7. Climate changes pertaining to CAOFA
e CAOFA-2024-COP3-REF04 (2023 Adopted Resolution on Climate Change)

8. Other matters recommended by SCG for COP decisions
(a) SCG Working Groups
(i) Disbanding of Data Sharing Protocol Working Group (DSP-WG)
(ii) Disbanding of Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group (EFQ-WG)
(i) Co-Chairpersons nominations for vacant positions on SCG working groups
(i) Working Group to Review Exploratory Fishing Plans

- Terms of Reference
- Co-Chairpersons

(b) SCG proposed program of work for 2024-25
(i) Report on progress of implementation of JPSRM

(i) Consultations on vessels schedules for potential joint expeditions

(ii) Develop process for collective research planning
(c) New COP questions for the SCG

(d) Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of SCG

9. Update by the United States on the CAOFA website and secure data portal

- COP guidance on public sharing of CAOFA information and documents
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10. CAOFA linkages and cooperation with other international mechanisms

11. Discussion on the accession of the United Kingdom to the Central Arctic Ocean
Fisheries Agreement

12. Next CAOFA meetings

(a) COP meetings
(i) Dates and venues for next 3 COP in-person meetings

(ii) Topics for next COP meeting
(b) SCG meetings

() Recommended two SCG meetings per cycle
— one virtual, one in-person
(if) Dates and venues for next 3 in-person meetings

13. Report of meeting

14. Other business

15. Meeting closure
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CAQOFA 2024 COP3 MEETING = DRAFT LIST OF DOCUMENTS

WORKING DOCUMENTS Circulated Status
CAOFA-2024- Agenda Draft Provisional | Agenda Adopted
COP3-01 Agenda June 10

circulated to
Parties for input | Appendix 1 to
April 2 COP3 Meeting
Report
Provisional
Agenda
circulated May 1
and included in
May 8 meeting
package
CAOFA-2024- Report of April 2024 SCG | Provided by Adopted by SCG
COP3-02 Meeting SCG to COP
Chairperson on | Noted by COP
May 5 June 10
Circulated to
COP May 8 Appendix 4 to
COP3 Meeting
Report
CAOFA-2024- SCG Chair Presentation Presented to Appendix 5 to
COP3-03 to COP on SCG April COP3 June 10 COP3 Meeting
2024 Meeting Report
CAOFA-2024- JPSRM Implementation May 8 Provided by
COP3-04 Plan SCG to COP
Appendix 5 to SCG2 April Chairperson on
2024 Meeting Report May 5
Appendix 6 to
COP3 Meeting
Report
CAOFA-2024- Interim Conservation and | Original REV2 Adopted
COP3-05-REV2 Management Measure for | circulated to by COP3 June
Exploratory Fishing COP May 8 12

Rev 1 circulated
to COP June 6

Appendix 7 to
COP3 Meeting
Report
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CAOFA-2024-COP3-REF02-REV?2

CAOFA-2024- US Presentation on June 11 Appendix 9 to
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Second Meeting of the CAOFA Scientific Coordinating Group (SCG2) to the Agreement to Prevent
Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean (CAOFA) was opened and chaired by the SCG
Chair Dr. John L. Bengtson of the United States. The meeting was hosted by Canada and held from 8-11 April
2024 in Boston, Massachusetts, United States of America.

A total of 68 persons participated in the SCG2 meeting: the SCG Chair, 61 SCG Members from the ten Parties
to the Agreement, and six representatives from two observer organizations. Of the 68 participants, 23 were
present in person in Boston and 45 participated via online video-conferencing. The SCG also held an interim
meeting virtually on 29 and 30 November 2023. A total of 49 persons participated online in that meeting,
including members from nine Parties to the Agreement and representatives from three observer organizations.

The SCG’s Mapping and Monitoring Working Group (MM-WG) met three times during 2023/2024 to develop
an Implementation Plan for the Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring (JPSRM). The MM-WG
completed a provisional plan, which was subsequently revised and adopted by the SCG in April 2024. The
plan includes next steps to advance the JPSRM, including four principal activities: 1) create a new SCG
working group to review exploratory fishing plans, 2) begin consultation to schedule vessels supporting joint
expeditions, 3) design a process to discuss collaborative research planning, and 4) report progress on JPSRM
implementation.

The SCG's Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group (EFQ-WGQG), held a total of six virtual meetings over
the past year to develop answers to exploratory fishing questions that the COP had posed to the SCG. The SCG
revised and adopted the answers, which were subsequently provided to the COP to inform development of
conservation management measures for potential exploratory fishing. With the completion of those answers,
the SCG agreed that the EFQ-WG’s work had been completed and that the EFQ-WG should be disbanded.

With the completion of the Data Management and Data Sharing Protocol (DMSP) and its incorporation into
the JPSRM Framework in June 2023, the main responsibility of the DSP-WG was complete. The Data
Management Working Group (DM-WG) was established by the COP to be responsible for storing and
managing JPSRM data. In addition, the DM-WG is responsible for overseeing the data portal consistent with
the DMSP.

To make progress on the substantial amount of work ahead, it will be necessary for the SCG and its working
groups to meet relatively frequently as the implementation of the JPSRM and other activities call for action.
The SCG plans to hold up to two SCG meetings in each of the next three years (one virtual and one in person).
As of April 2024, the SCG had not yet received an invitation from any SCG Member to host an in-person SCG
meeting in 2025. The SCG requested that the COP identify a host for the SCG’s in-person meetings in each of
the next three years.

The SCG expressed its gratitude to the SCG leadership and working group Co-chairs over the past two years:
SCG Chair and Vice-chair, Drs. John Bengtson (USA) and Sebastian Rodriguez (EU); MM-WG, Drs. Kevin
Hedges (Canada) and Stanislovas Jonusas (EU); EFQ-WG, Drs. John Bengtson (USA) and Age Hoines
(Norway); and DSP-WG/DM-WG, Drs. Robert Foy (USA) and Lizong Wu (China). Nominations for the next
two-year period were submitted to the COP for its consideration.

The SCG submitted nine formal recommendations and requests to the COP for its consideration and action.

In accordance with its Rules of Procedure, the SCG succeeded in drafting, reviewing, and agreeing a meeting
report prior to the meeting’s adjournment. On behalf of the SCG, the Chair thanked the meeting’s hosts,
organizers, leaders, and participants for their help in making the SCG’s meeting a tremendous success.The
Report of the Second Meeting of the CAOFA Scientific Coordinating Group was adopted and the meeting was
adjourned on 11 April 2024.
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REPORT OF THE
SECOND MEETING OF THE CAOFA
SCIENTIFIC COORDINATING GROUP (SCG)

Boston, Massachusetts, USA

8-11 April 2024

Agenda item 1: Call to order and introduction by the Chairperson

1. The Second Meeting of the Scientific Coordinating Group (SCG?2) to the Agreement to
Prevent Unregulated High Seas Fisheries in the Central Arctic Ocean (CAOFA) was opened and
chaired by the SCG Chairperson Dr. John L. Bengtson of the United States. The meeting was
hosted by Canada and held from 8-11 April 2024 in Boston, Massachusetts, United States of
America.

2. The Chair welcomed participants and thanked them for their work to prepare for the SCG2
meeting. In particular, he expressed appreciation to members of SCG’s Mapping and Monitoring
Working Group and the Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group for their excellent work
over many months to finalize provisional versions of the CAOFA “Joint Program of Scientific
Research and Monitoring (JPSRM) Implementation Plan” and the “Answers to Exploratory
Fishing Questions,” respectively.

3. The Chair also thanked the meeting’s Canadian hosts and organizing committee for their
extra efforts and attention to detail in arranging such a great meeting venue in Boston.

Agenda item 2: Welcoming remarks by the hosts

4. On behalf of the Consul General of Canada in Boston, the Honorable Bernadette Jordan,
whose schedule did not allow her to be present at the start of the meeting, Dr. Kevin Hedges,
Head of the Canada Delegation, welcomed participants to the meeting. At the start of the second
day, Ms. Jordan joined the meeting in person to deliver a warm welcome and inspiring message
to meeting participants.

Agenda item 3: Adoption of the agenda and appointment of rapporteurs

5. The Chairperson outlined the main points of the provisional agenda and asked SCG2
participants if they wished to propose any revisions.

6. No revisions were suggested and the agenda for the Second Meeting of the CAOFA
Scientific Coordinating Group was adopted (CAOFA-2024-SCG2-01). The final agenda is
provided in Appendix 1. A list of the working materials and documents presented to the SCG
(CAOFA-2024-SCG2-02) is provided in Appendix 2.
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7. The Co-chairs of the SCG Mapping and Monitoring Working Group (Dr. Kevin Hedges)
and SCG Data Management Working Group (Dr. Robert Foy) were appointed as rapporteurs to
assist the SCG Chair in preparing a report of the meeting.

Agenda item 4: Opening remarks by Member Delegations and observers

8. The Heads of all ten delegations delivered opening remarks. ICC Alaska, ICC Canada, and
ICC Greenland contributed additional opening remarks as part of their respective delegations.

9. Consistent with the SCG’s agreed process, two organizations were also present at the SCG2
as observers, both of which provided opening remarks:

United Kingdom, and

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Arctic Programme.

10. A total of 68 persons participated in the SCG2 including the SCG Chairperson, 61 SCG
Members from the ten Parties to the Agreement and six representatives from two observer
organizations. Of the 68 participants, 23 were present in person in Boston and 45 participated via
online video-conferencing.

11. A list of participants (CAOFA-2024-SCG2-03) is provided in Appendix 3.

Agenda item 5: Report of the 2023 Interim Meeting of the SCG

12. The 2023 Interim Meeting of the CAOFA Scientific Coordinating Group (SCG) was held
virtually on 29 and 30 November 2023. A total of 49 persons participated online in the interim
meeting including members from nine Parties to the Agreement and representatives of three
observer organizations.

13. The Co-chairs of the SCG's Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group (EFQ-WG),
Drs. John Bengtson (USA) and Age Hoines (Norway) reviewed the working group’s progress.
Two virtual meetings were held in 2023 (19 September and 22 November). A principal objective
of those meetings was to develop answers to the “top four” exploratory fishing questions that the
COP had identified as being of highest priority. Those responses were forwarded to the COP’s
Exploratory Fishing Working Group (EF-WG) for consideration at its meeting in December
2023.

14. Brief update reports were also presented on the SCG Mapping and Monitoring Working
Group and SCG Data Sharing Protocol Working Group activities.

15. The report of the 2023 Interim Meeting of the SCG (CAOFA-2024-SCG2-04) is attached as
Appendix 4.
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Agenda item 6: Mapping and Monitoring Working Group (MM-WGQG)

16. The Chair of the SCG Mapping and Monitoring Working Group (MM-WG), Dr. Kevin
Hedges (Canada), reported on the working group’s activities between September 2023 and
March 2024.

17. The MM-WG held three online meetings in October 2023, January and March 2024. Its
activities focused solely on development of an Implementation Plan for the Joint Program of
Scientific Research and Monitoring (JPSRM).

18. Thanks to contributions from its members, the MM-WG completed and agreed a provisional
JPSRM Implementation Plan in March 2024, which was forwarded to the SCG for review.

19. To recognize the laudable efforts by MM-WG members who worked efficiently to develop
this important document despite very tight time constraints, a list of the Plan’s contributors will
be added to the Implementation Plan. That list will include the names of all people who
contributed comments to the online versions as well as any other contributors whose names are
provided to the SCG Chair by delegations no later than 16 April 2024.

20. The SCG made considerable revisions to the provisional JPSRM Implementation Plan and
adopted the revised JPSRM Implementation Plan (CAOFA-2024-SCG2-05).

21. The SCG recommended that the COP approve the JPSRM Implementation Plan (CAOFA-
2024-SCG2-05).

22. The SCG plans to meet in fall 2024, the focus of which would be to:

a. Develop a process and timeline for consultation among the Parties for scheduling vessels
for joint expeditions into the Agreement Area, peripheral seas, and gateways, and for
organizing teams of scientists, Indigenous Knowledge holders, and local experts to plan
and conduct the research on these expeditions,

b. Develop a process to promote coordination between national programs to facilitate
collaboration and meet the data needs identified in the JPSRM Framework and the
JPSRM Implementation Plan, including establishing annual meetings of Parties and
program managers with Arctic research vessels to discuss planning and coordination of
research cruises and related activities,

c. Develop recommendations regarding implementation of JPSRM Implementation Plan
Section 8.1: Science Planning and Implementation of Joint Scientific Expeditions by the
Parties, and

d. Begin drafting a report to the COP regarding Section 8.2: coordination of Arctic
research vessels. The SCG shall initiate this work during its meeting in the fall of 2024.
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23. The JPSRM Implementation Plan includes four draft Standard Methods documents, attached
as appendices, to guide the collection of consistent data regarding fishes, marine mammals and
seabirds, other taxa from key trophic levels, and ecological linkages and impacts. These Standard
Methods documents require further development by the SCG by March 2025 for subsequent
review and endorsement by the COP. When the Standard Methods documents are completed in
2025, they will subsequently be treated as living documents that are updated as new methods and

technologies are developed, or collection of new types of data are required for implementation of
the JPSRM.

24. Next steps for the MM-WG include identifying a list of analyses to be conducted to provide
advice to the COP regarding species distributions and abundances in the JPSRM priority
geographic areas (i.e., Agreement Area, peripheral seas, and gateways); linkages among species;
and forecasting of potential changes in the Central Arctic Ocean (CAO) ecosystem that would
affect resource availability.

25. The Implementation Plan included a timeline for next steps to progress the JPSRM. The
SCG recommended that the COP take note of the four principal activities proposed for the SCG
regarding implementation of the JPSRM:
a. Create a new SCG working group to review exploratory fishing plans (paragraphs 26-
29),

b. Begin consultation to schedule vessels supporting joint expeditions (paragraph 30.a),
c. Design a process to discuss collaborative research planning (paragraph 30.b), and
d. Report progress on JPSRM implementation (paragraph 30.c).

26. The SCG agreed that there is a need to establish a new working group to review exploratory
fishing plans. The name of the new group and Co-chairs are yet to be determined.

27. Provisional Terms of Reference for the new working group to review exploratory fishing
plans include:
a. Provide advice to the SCG on minimum scientific requirements of the development of
exploratory fishing plans according to the requirements within Conservation and
Management Measures (CMMs) developed by the COP,

b. Develop a process and procedures to facilitate the provision of comments and feedback
on any exploratory fishing plans,

c. Identify opportunities for coordination among exploratory fishing plans to include
Indigenous Knowledge, minimize duplication, maximize the scientific value of
exploratory fishing data collection, and minimize the ecosystem impacts of exploratory
fishing,
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d. Ensure data collected during exploratory fishing and subsequently provided to the Data
Management Team meet standards established by the Data Management and Sharing
Protocol (DMSP), and

e. Address any additional Terms of Reference provided by the COP.

28. The SCG recommended that the COP take note that the SCG has identified a future need for
the establishment of a working group to provide scientific support regarding exploratory fishing
plans.

29. With respect to the establishment of a new SCG working group on exploratory fishing
plans, the SCG requested the COP to encourage Parties to propose potential working group Co-
chairs and members prior to the SCG’s interim meeting proposed for autumn 2024.

30. MM-WG plans to convene a meeting of the Parties and program managers of national
research programs in first quarter of 2025 to:

a. Begin consultation among the Parties for scheduling vessels for joint expeditions into
the Agreement Area, peripheral seas, and gateways, and for organizing teams of
scientists, Indigenous Knowledge holders, and local experts to plan and conduct the
research on these expeditions,

b. Begin designing a process to discuss collaborative research planning for 2025. The SCG
may invite other national and international programs to participate, as appropriate, and

c. Report to the SCG regarding implementation pursuant to JPSRM Implementation Plan
Section 7.2: Coordination and collaboration among Parties’ national science programs.

31. The SCG expressed its gratitude to Drs. Kevin Hedges (Canada) and Stanislovas Jonusas
(EU), who served as MM-WG Co-chairs during the past two years. Special thanks were given to
Dr. Hedges for his pivotal role in guiding the JPSRM Framework and JPSRM Implementation
Plans to completion.

32. The SCG agreed to nominate and support the continuation of Dr. Hedges as Co-chair of the
MM-WG. Although no candidates were nominated for the position of the second Co-chair of the
MM-WQG, the SCG will continue to seek an additional person who can help to lead this important
working group as a Co-chair with Dr. Hedges.

33. The SCG requested Parties and SCG Members to consider nominating a representative who
could serve as a second Co-chair for the SCG’s Mapping and Monitoring Working Group (MM-
WG) and recommended that the COP approve the Co-chairs of the MM-WG.
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Agenda item 7: Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group (EFQ-WG)

34. The Co-chair of the Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group (EFQ-WG), Dr. John
Bengtson, summarized the working group’s activities during the past year. Six virtual meetings
were held, focused on drafting, revising, refining, and agreeing answers to the Exploratory
Fishing Questions posed by the COP. He expressed hearty thanks to delegations that contributed
to this effort by providing initial draft answers, providing feedback, and suggesting revisions.

35. The SCG thanked the many EFQ-WG members who worked so hard on developing this
important document for the COP.

36. The SCG adopted the revised provisional Answers to Exploratory Fishing Questions
(CAOFA-2024-SCG2-06).

37. The SCG recommended that the COP take note of the Answers to Exploratory Fishing
Questions (CAOFA-2024-SCG2-06) for use by the COP EF-WG to inform development of
conservation measures for exploratory fishing.

38. The SCG extended special thanks to Drs. John Bengtson and Age Hoines, Co-chairs of the
EFQ-WG, for their leadership and energy in helping the group to work together in reaching its
goals by producing such a timely and informative document.

39. Now that the Answers to the Exploratory Fishing Questions have been finished, the SCG
agreed that the EFQ-WG’s work as outlined in its terms of reference has been completed.
Therefore, the SCG agreed that the Exploratory Fishing Questions Working Group should be
disbanded.

40. The SCG recommended that the COP approve disbanding the EFQ-WG.

Agenda item 8: Data Management Working Group (DM-WG)

41. The Co-chair of the SCG Data Sharing Protocol Working Group (DSP-WG) and Data
Management Working Group (DM-WG), Dr. Robert Foy, provided an update on the activities
since the March 2023 meeting of the SCG.

42. After the Data Management and Data Sharing Protocol was adopted and incorporated in the
Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring (JPSRM) Framework in June 2023, the
main responsibility of the DSP-WG was complete. The few items that remained included the
development of guidelines for public sharing of Agreement information and reports. The DSP-
WG informally completed its discussions on the general information that should be included on
the Agreement website but deferred to future working groups to propose what information would
be available to the public versus only available through a secure site.

43. The Data Management Working Group (DM-WG) was established by the COP to be
responsible for storing the JPSRM data in the centralized data archive and the coordinated meta-
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data of other datasets being used by the Parties and provided in distributed data archives. In
addition, the DM-WG is responsible for overseeing the data portal consistent with the Data
Management and Sharing Protocol (DMSP) approved under the JPSRM.

44. The key responsibility of the DM-WG is to oversee the two aspects of the Agreement data
portal agreed upon:
a. A Centralized Data Archive for data collected under the Agreement, and

b. A distributed data archive focused on metadata of national data collections. The DMSP
identifies a Data Management Team to be responsible for collecting, storing, and
conducting the quality analysis of al