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 Decision briefing

• S&T Committee endorsement of NAME

• Funding for additional radiosonde  

launches in support of experiment

Purpose
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 Issue description:

• NAME is a U.S. lead international experiment aimed 

at improving warm season precipitation prediction 

over North America.

• NAME Science Working Group asks NWS for 

endorsement & funding support for additional 

radiosonde launches in WR &SR during experiment.

 Issue stakeholders:

• NOAA, NASA, NSF, USDA & international climate 

science community

Issue

acronym.ppt


 Desired briefing outcome:

• S&T committee endorsement of NAME 

• Funding support for additional soundings request

 Why this should be decided by senior NWS 

decision makers:

• Need corporate NWS endorsement

• Funding request came too late to be included in 

NWS FY04 Program Plan and Budget

Issue (cont.)
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NAME Request Summary

 Twenty Intensive Observing Period (IOP) days from June to 

August 2004.

*  The IOP days will be event driven and will be chosen by the NAME Forecast 

Operations  Center (FOC) Science Director in consultation with the NAME 

Science Working Group, NAME Principal Investigators and NAME Forecasters 

in the NWS.

 A total of 360 radiosonde releases of two additional soundings 

(0600Z, 1800Z) in addition to the routine soundings (0000Z, 

1200Z) per IOP day at 9 WFO sites:

Western Region:   San Diego, CA; Las Vegas, NV; Flagstaff, AZ; Tucson, AZ

Southern Region: Albuquerque, NM; El Paso, TX; Midland, TX; Del Rio, TX;   

Amarillo, TX.

 Labor to accommodate the additional releases.

Background & Discussion
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Radiosondes Expendables Labor Total

WR

San Diego, CA 79.59 x 40 52.77 x 40 82.24 x 40 214.60 x 40

Las Vegas, NV 79.59 x 40 52.77 x 40 106.20 x 40 238.56 x 40

Flagstaff, AZ 61.00 x 40 52.77 x 40 106.20 x 40 219.97 x 40

Tucson, AZ 61.00 x 40 52.77 x 40 86.88 x 40 200.65 x 40

WR Sum 11,247.20 8,443.20 15,260.80 34,951.20

SR

Albuquerque, NM 79.59 x 40 52.77 x 40 106.20 x 40 238.56 x 40

El Paso, TX 61.00 x 40 52.77 x 40 106.20 x 40 219.97 x 40

Midland, TX 61.00 x 40 52.77 x 40 106.20 x 40 219.97 x 40

Del Rio, TX 79.59 x 40 52.77 x 40 84.64 x 40 217.00 x 40

Amarillo, TX 61.00 x 40 52.77 x 40 106.20 x 40 219.97 x 40

SR Sum 13,687.20 10,554.00 20,377.60 44,618.80

Total Cost 24934.40 18,997.20 35,638.40 79,570.00

(Prepared by OS7, SR and WR)Notes:

1.  All labor calculations are based on an overtime usage of 3 hours per flight.

2.  Overtime calculated using GS 10-5 accounting for leave surcharges.

3.  Radiosonde costs are based on FY04 Contract.

4.  Administrative Start-up Fee  (Waived)

* Actual Fee for Service rates will be based on FY04 rates authorized by the NWS - Chief Financial Office.

Real Cost Estimation



OPS22 will provide radiosondes at no additional cost, if NWS 

S&T Committee approves direct support.   

Alternatives for the remaining

1. Five directly involved FMCs (OST, OCWWS, NCEP, WR and 

SR) split the cost.  Each bears $10,927.12.

2. Less than five FMCs split the cost.

3. NWS unfunded list

4. Don’t support funding.

The remaining for the expendables and labor 

costs would be $54,635.60.

Alternatives
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OCWWS:    

OST:           Option one

NCEP:        Option one at a reduced level of 

funding (5K)

SR:

WR:            Option one

Coordination & Views
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 Description of deliverable results:

• Improved infrastructure for monitoring and predicting the 

North American monsoon system.

• More comprehensive understanding of North American 

summer climate variability and predictability. 

• Improved warm season precipitation forecasts (including 

prediction of extreme events) at time scales from daily / 

diurnal to monthly / seasonal. 

• Improved climate models that simulate North American 

monsoon variability.

• Strengthened multinational scientific collaboration across 

Pan-America.  (NAME Forecast Operation Centers)

Output
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 What does NOAA/NWS get?

• Capability & capacity

 Enhanced regional observations

 Forecast/Warning improvements

 Special forecasting experience

• Performance measure 

Being relevant to NWS/NCEP Centers

 % of NAME 2004 data collected and available at 

UCAR/JOSS

 Skill score measures for operational guidance 

products

 # of new and/or improved guidance/products

Output  (cont.)
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 Endorse  NAME

 Support  the first alternative solution

Recommendation
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